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Friday 17th March 2023 

GORDONBROCK WEEKLY 

Special                               Edition 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 

At Gordonbrock, the children are encouraged to continually wonder about the 
world and engage with Science practically as often as possible. British Science Week 
gave us the perfect opportunity to do that on a larger scale!  

We have explored this year’s theme 'Connections' in a variety of ways. We are proud to share, and showcase all 
the exciting things we have done in this special                           edition weekly. It’s a fabulous read! 

Also, please remember we have our Science exhibition coming up. Science inspired artwork from children in 
Years 3, 4, 5 and more photos of the Science Fair will be presented in the main hall from 3.20pm - 4pm on    
Friday 24 March. Come along, we would love to see you there. 

Hopefully the sun will continue to shine into the weekend. See you all on Monday! Mrs Wright 

 

We started Science Week with assemblies for KS1 and KS2, we focussed on what 
it means to be a scientist. After considering the different jobs that a scientist can 
have and dismantling the stereotype of what a scientist looks like, we discussed 
the thing that all scientists have in common: they WONDER! This means being 
able to ask questions about the world around us and wanting to find out the an-
swers. This is what it means to be a scientist at Gordonbrock!  

Children in KS2 then listened to what 'awe and wonder' means to real life scien-
tists working in the field today, while KS1 listened to the story of Ada Twist: Sci-
entist. We also discussed the theme of this year's Science Week: connections. 
We discovered that this can cover a whole variety of topics, from inventions such as 
the internet, which keeps us          
connected to others, to our own     
bodies. What does 'connections' 
mean to you? 
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On Friday 10th March, Year 6 hosted an amazing Science Fair for children in Key Stage 1 and Early Years.  

The children ran different experiments and investigations and connected with the younger children by      

explaining some of the Science behind the processes and supporting them to complete the activities. 

Science Fair  

The activities included testing different fruit and vegetables to see which floated, making circuits using lemons 

and potatoes (some worked better than others!), matching dinosaur names to images, using different shaped pipe 

cleaners to see if we could make bubbles in different shapes and noticing the changes between a cornflour and 

water mixture when we moved it quickly compared to when we moved it slowly. This one was very popular but 

very messy too! We are also very grateful to Prendergast School for lending us "Fred" the human skeleton and a 

plasma globe which proved to be a huge hit with the children! 

I like showing the younger 
children what to do. It’s cool 
the way it’s surprising them.  
Lucia (Year 6) 
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Science Fair  
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Year 1 Science Investigation 

We discussed what absorbent meant and which types of materials 

might be absorbent. We decided that things like glass would not be 

but cloth might. We thought about asking a question, carrying out 

a fair test and finding an answer to the question. 

We had 6 materials and predicted which one would be most absor-

bent. We soaked up water with each material and left each for 1 

minute then measured how far the water had gone up and also 

squeezed to see if any water came out.  

Year 3 Science: Rocks 

In Year 3, we have been making connections in our Science topic for this half term: Rocks. We made observations of     
different rocks and   determined whether they were metamorphic, sedimentary or igneous rocks. We also began exploring 
and classifying different properties of different rocks, including permeability, density and  durability. We were then able to 
make connections between different types of rocks which had the same properties. 
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The organisers of British Science Week have complied a free pack of a 
wide range of fun, hands-on Science activities. Why not try having try 
one of them at home.   
 
Link:https://www.britishscienceweek.org/app/uploads/2023/01/Primary-
Activity-Pack-2023-British-Science-Week.pdf 

HAVE A GO AT HOME 

If you try one of the activities please 

send us a picture so that we can publish 

it in the weekly next week. 
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E1 - have been making cave paintings using flour paste Batik; 

E2 - have been designing lava lamps; 

E3 - have been drawing fossils using wax resist techniques with oil pastels and watercolours; 

E4 - have been growing crystals and creating images of them; 

E5 - have been recording their voices online and then drawing the soundwaves they created; 

E6 - have been creating 3D models of the water cycle; 

A1 - have been designing their own planet and creating creatures that live there; 

A2 - have been creating portraits of themselves as babies and as children linked to topic on life cycles; and 

A3 - have been working on an antiscience project - art based on theories Science has disproved 

Each project has had several steps and we look forward to sharing the final results with you at the exhibition. 

Friday 24 March @3.20pm in the main hall. 

Science and Art are traditionally seen as completely different      

subject areas but they are more connected than many people think.  

At their core, art and science are both about observation and      

interpretation. Art and science are both human attempts to       

comprehend and then explain the world around us. When done 

successfully and in tandem, they can cause us to see the world in a different light. 

During this British Science week children in Years 3, 4 and 5 have been making connections between Art and       

Science and creating pieces of artwork in their own classes.  Each class have been working with a different theme: 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/app/uploads/2023/01/Primary-Activity-Pack-2023-British-Science-Week.pdf
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/app/uploads/2023/01/Primary-Activity-Pack-2023-British-Science-Week.pdf
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Year 2 made posters, using a range of resources, for the     

poster competition.  The posters were based on the trip that 

they did recently to Ladywell Fields where they investigated 

different animal habitats. They thought about the connections    

between the habitats too. 
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Year 2 Science: Habitats 

In Year 4, we have been thinking about different ways of working scientifically. 

We have been thinking of inquiry questions and using them to create our         

artwork. We have used lots of different mediums and 

look forward to sharing them with you soon! 

Year 4: Working Scientifically 
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What do you imagine when you’re asked what a scientist looks like? Are you picturing lab 
coats, goggles, and conical flasks? How about the person? Are they a White man with 
grey hair, who resembles Albert Einstein?  If that’s who you pictured – you aren’t alone.  

While there are well-documented challenges with diversity in science,                          
technology, engineering, and maths (STEM), the people and roles that make up this         
varied sector are more diverse than the all-too-well-known societal stereotype of 
lab coats, goggles, and conical flask might suggest.  

The organisers of British Science week are proud to present ‘Smashing Stereotypes‘ is 
a collection of over 40 stories from individuals and teams that challenge long-
standing stereotypes, with the aim of encouraging more young people, from all back-
grounds, to see themselves as scientists. 

For more information and to read the profiles visit:  

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/smashing-stereotypes-the-profiles/ 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/smashing-stereotypes-the-profiles/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/smashing-stereotypes-the-profiles/
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Ada and the Galaxies written by Alan Lightman & Olga Pastuchiv and illustrated by 
Susanna Chapman  

Ada loves watching the stars. Its hard to see them well from her home in New York City where there are always so 

many lights on – even at night. So she can’t wait to visit her grandparents in their quiet home by the sea. 

Here the nights get properly dark so that the stars shine really brightly. Ada is impatient for night to fall . To entertain 

her until it does, her grandfather introduces her to all the things of interest on the sea shore as well as telling her all about how the 

stars are made. He explains the gigantic scale of the galaxies and the incredible and impossible amount of time it would take her to 

actually reach the stars… 

Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World written by Rachel Ignotofsky   

The extraordinary women profiled include well-known figures like the physicist and chemist Marie 

Curie, as well as lesser-known pioneers such as Katherine Johnson, the African-American 

mathematician who calculated the trajectory of the Apollo 11 mission to the moon. 

Women in Science celebrates the achievements of the intrepid women who have paved the way for the next 

generation of female engineers, biologists, mathematicians, doctors, astronauts, physicists and beyond ...  

Perfectly Weird, Perfectly You written by Camilla Pang   

As a child Camilla loved patterns and putting things in order. She was obsessed with Stephen Hawking. And the only 

language she really understood was science. Diagnosed with autism age 8, Camilla saw the world very differently. 

 

But with science as her sidekick, she was able to translate ideas she could understand (like gravity, 

photosynthesis and algorithms) onto things she couldn't (like peer pressure, emotions and finding your 

voice).  

Black Women in Science written by Kimberly Brown Pellum   

Black Women in Science stands out amongst other Black history books for kids―featuring 15 powerful stories of 

fearless female scientists that advanced their STEM fields and fought to build a legacy. Through the triumphs of these 

amazing women, you'll find remarkable role models.  

Jakeman's Marvellous Mechanimals and the Space Pirates written and illustrated by Nick Ward  

Young reader discover how Darwin changed our understanding of the human race - and our place within the animal 

kingdom - with his ground-breaking work, On the Origin of Species. Divided into short yet comprehensive 

chapters, children will be able to learn about one of the most significant theories of mankind and discern the 

ideas - as well as their consequences - of one of the most influential scientists in the world.  

You Are 25% Banana written by Susie Brooks and illustrated by 
Josy Bloogs  

This stunningly illustrated book will boggle your brain with astonishing facts, 

as it shows how we’re all related to every living thing on the planet. Did you 

know that a grain of rice has more genes than you? Or that you’re 

related to dogs, dung beetles and even daffodils? Luckily, even 

though you’re 99.9% like a chimpanzee, you’re still 100% YOU!  


