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Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s been a brilliant week at Gordonbrock. Kick starting on Monday with Lunar New Year assemblies. We hope those of you who 
celebrated Lunar New Year enjoyed your time with family and friends last Sunday.  

This edition of the Weekly is packed full of exciting photos so make yourself comfy, ready for a good read. 

Next Thursday, 1 February, is the start of LGBT+ History Month. This year’s focus is ‘Behind the Lens’, celebrating LGBT+ peoples’ 
contribution to cinema and film from behind the lens. Directors, cinematographers, screen writers, producers, animators, costume 
designers, special effects, make up artists, lighting directors, musicians, choreographers and beyond.  

Please keep a look out for information about Open Morning and Parents’ Evening next week, include booking links to parent-
teacher consultations. We look forward to inviting you into school in the final week of half-term.  

We wish you a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing you next week. And good luck to our football teams this weekend!  
Let’s go, Purples! 

Mrs Wright 

 

PC Andrew Dobson, PCSO Karen Creech and the mounted police team visited the 

children on Tuesday as part of our topic People Who Help Us.  

They talked to us about how to keep ourselves safe and what to do if we need help. 

We heard all about their job and what they do in the community.  

We found out all about different tools that the police carry on their   utility belts and 

inside their police vest.  

At the end of the visit, we went outside to see the mounted police horses and had a 

chance to sit inside the police van. The police officers gave us special activity packs to 

take home. It was very exciting! 

 

Nursery 
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This week, Year 5 were introduced to a new story called Phileas’s Fortune. The book is about a world where 
words have to be purchased and consumed before they can be used.  The children discussed what it would be 
like to live in such a world, whether they think it would be a positive or negative experience.  

We wrote some words down on Post-it notes and decided whether they would be cheap, expensive or in the 
middle, then we purchased some words using a budget. Then we spoke about our favourite words, what their 
value is and turned them into a piece of art. We also tried to get into the mind of Phileas and performed a piece 
of drama demonstrating his emotional journey. 

Year 5 

LATENESS 

Learning starts at 9:00 am 

This means the children need to be here by 8:55am, when the 

bell goes, to ensure they are in class and ready to start    

learning at 9:00am.  

If the children arrive late on a regular basis they are missing 

out on important learning. 



Collins Big Cat ebooks: From early  phonics development to fluency, Collins Big Cat is a whole-school          
programme that provides complete support for primary reading. 
 
Pupils and parents can access over 1000 levelled ebooks at home with the Big Cat ebook library. The library is easy to access and is 
perfect for children to practise reading books at the right level at home. 
 
To login in to the Collins Big Cat library use the link below and    enter your child's username and password:   
https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true   
 
If your child cannot remember their login details please contact the school office you will be able to send a reminder home.  
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In gymnastics this week, we explored how we could use the apparatus safely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

We went on a materials hunt in Science this 
week, looking for different materials and       
identifying what objects were made from the   
materials. 

https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true
https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true
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Reception have been learning all about Lunar New Year celebrations. We have 

found out this year is the Year of the Rabbit. We created our rabbit silhouette 

pictures with paint and glitter. We have also made paper lanterns, and had a go at 

writing in Chinese. In our PE, we performed a Dragon Dance, too! 

 

Reception 

CONTACTING US 

The school office can be contacted via telephone 
number on 02086900704 or via email to the 
email addresses below: 
 
info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for all 
general  enquires. 
 
pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for 
changes to pick-up arrangements for the day no 
later than 2.00pm. After 2pm please call the 
office and speak to a member of staff. If the lines 
are busy please can we ask you to call back and 
not leave a message on the answerphone. 

Free School Meals 

If any of the following applies to you, you  can 

apply for free school meals for your child. 

 Universal credit with an earnings threshold 

that does not exceed £7400  

 Income support 

 Income based job seekers allowance  

 Income related employment and support 

allowance  

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not 

entitled to working tax credit and have an 

annual income, as assessed by HMRC that 

does not exceed £16,190  

Apply online at https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/

SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx  

mailto:info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
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This week in Year 4, we worked in 

groups and produced a text map.   

We decided on symbols and punctuation marks.   

We presented and performed our text maps to 

help us internalise the structure of a leaflet and 

persuasive language.   

Year 4 

 
Year 2 have had a lovely week. We have enjoyed our English learning us-
ing the book, ‘The Enormous Crocodile’. We have made puppets, written 
wanted   posters and designed our own revolting recipes for crocodiles. 

During our India learning, we learned lots of facts about India including 
important places and people. We then used these facts to create our own 
posters.  

Year 2 



When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy  are important – the more facts 
your child  remembers, the easier it is for them to do harder calculations. Times Table 

Rock Stars is a fun and   challenging programme designed to help students master the 
times tables!  

The children should go to https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584 and login using their 
login details.   

Little and Often: In order to get the best out of Times Tables Rock Stars children should regularly play for short bursts so we would ask you 

to allow your child to play for 5-10 minutes at a time.  Important: As children play, they answer questions. Times Tables Rock Stars person-
alises the questions for each child and tracks their progress therefore please don’t allow siblings, friends or family to answer questions for 

your child as for them but do support your child if they’re stuck. 
 

If your child cannot remember their login details please contact the school office you will be able to send a reminder home.  
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It’s been a very busy week in Year 3. In 

Maths, we started learning about money. We 

recapped the values of different notes and 

coins then used these to add together 

different amounts of money.  

Year 3 

In R.E, we learned the story of the Prophet Mohammad's 
escape to Medina. We learned that the spider in the story 
protected him and that this shows Muslims that Allah will 
protect them. We then made some beautiful pictures of 
spider webs using watercolours.  

We have also been learning about and   
celebrating the Lunar New Year. We 
learned about the traditional story behind 
the Lunar New Year and then created our 
own red envelopes to use for gifts. Lots of 
us have also been finding out what our 
Chinese zodiac signs are. Which one are 
you?  

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584


 

ECO-TEAM NEWS 

Our meeting this week was all about preparing new ideas to share 

with Mr Ridler-Mayor when he comes to our meeting next week. We 

look forward to his response about our proposed action plan. Our 

main target is to possibly switch to blackboards and chalk which - 

Che very helpfully calculated - would save the school a lot of 

money. We are planning to start with only KS2 and see how it goes. 

At the same time, Charlotte and Josh are working on tips for water 

saving in the Weekly which you will feature soon. Joe, Evie and Iris 

are working on our next assembly which remains a secret. 

Meanwhile, Audrey and Anton visited every classroom and room in 

school this week. You might have seen them popping in! They were 

keeping track of which rooms had recycling bins with labels. It 

turns out every class had a recycling bag but there was no label 

on any recycling bin. This is something we aim to improve!  

Written by Audrey and Bonnie 
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In Year 6, in English, we have been completing our autobiographies and creating a class “Anthology of Life” 

book of poems. We have been working on problem solving involving fractions, ratios, proportions, area and 

perimeter in Maths. We have been learning about electricity and circuits in Science and have placed the periods 

of the Stone Age on a timeline in History. We have continued our Gymnastics unit with jumps, leaps and rolls. 

Year 6 

By Natasha, Year 6 
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ONLINE SAFETY :  

TIP OF THE WEEK 

 

GAMES CONSOLES:  

Like any piece of technology, games consoles 

have both benefits and risks. Many of the 

risks depend on how a games console is being 

used and the apps that are installed. For 

example, if it is being used for chatting as 

well as gaming, this could introduce a risk 

of communication with strangers. 

• Cyberbullying and harassment from both 

friends and strangers. 

• Unwanted contact from others and 

strangers. 

• Over-sharing personal information, such 

as your name, location or images. 

• Accessing inappropriate content. 

• Spending too much money. 

• Excessive screen time. 

• Behaving inappropriately or unkindly 

online. 

Explore parental controls and privacy 

options. These offer settings such as age 

limits for downloading new games, time 

limits and disabling private chat. For more 

information on parental controls, check the 

console’s specific website, the Ofcom 

website, or the Internet Matters guides on 

gaming consoles. For guidance on the age 

suitability of a game, search the title 

on Common Sense Media. 

Explain to your child the importance of not 

giving away personal information, images, or 

their location to people they do not know 

online, and to tell you about anyone who 

pressures them for these in a game. 

Keep talking with your child about how they 

are using the console and take an interest 

in their gaming. Open conversation lets your 

child know you are someone they can go with 

any questions or worries. 

More online safety information can be found 

at: https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-

resource/parents-and-carers 

Important Dates  
 

28/01/23 
Y5/6 Boys and Girls football matches at 

Blackheath 

31/01/23 
Y5 Lewisham Migration Stories: A Place 

For Me Performance 

01/02/23 - 

28/02/23 
The LGBT+ History Month 

06/02/23 - 

10/02/23 
Children’s Mental Health Week 

06/02/23 - 

10/02/23 
Buddy Week 

08/02/23 Open Morning 

09/02/23 Parents’ Evening 

10/02/23 FOG Cake & Fruit Day 

13/02/23 - 

17/02/23  
Spring Half Term 

21/02/23 Safer Internet Day 

27/02/23 - 

03/03/23 
Y5 School Journey 

02/03/23 World Book Day 

06/03/23 - 

10/03/23 
British Science Week 

08/03/23 International Women’s Day 

10/03/23 World Mental Health Day 

17/03/23 Red Nose Day 

03/04/23 - 

14/04/23 
Easter Holidays 

01/05/23 Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

08/05/23 Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

09/05/23 - 

12/05/23 
KS2 SATs Week 

29/05/23 - 

02/06/23  
Summer Half Term 

05/06/23 INSET Day (School Closed) 

14/07/23 Dance-a-Thon 

21/07/23 INSET Day (School Closed) 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers


We endeavour to be a  NUT-FREE SCHOOL  

Please help us to achieve this aim by not    

sending any nuts or nut containing products  

into school. This extends to sesame seeds, too. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 
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MRS WRIGHT’S READS OF THE WEEK 

A Good Place written by Lucy Cousins  

Four insect friends are looking for a place to live – one that has flowers for Bee, leaves for Ladybird, a pond for 

Dragonfly and dead wood for Beetle. But – oh no! – with dangers all around, a good place is not so easy to find. 

This brand new picture book from internationally acclaimed author-illustrator Lucy Cousins sees new depth and contrast to her 

familiar vivid colour palette. This story brings the natural world to joyful and vibrant life for young readers, inviting them to 

consider what they can do to help make our planet a good place for all living creatures  

Marv and the Mega Robot written by Alex Falase-Koya and  
illustrated by Paula Bowles 

Marvin is an ordinary boy who loves spending time with Grandpa, reading comics, and making science experiments with his 

best friend Joe. But everything changes when he discovers a mysterious superhero suit hidden in the attic . . . to his 

amazement, Marvin learns that he is next in a long line of superheroes. Now the time has come to meet his destiny! 

When the Science Fair is thrown into chaos by super-villain Mastermind and her giant robot, Marvin is the only one who can 

stop them. Will Marvin be brave enough to step into his power-and into his superhero suit-to become the great and marvellous 

superhero Marv?  

BIRTHDAY TREATS 

Please note we are not currently accepting any treats to 

share with the class in celebration of birthdays. 

The Worst Class In The World Dares You! written by Joanna Nadin and  
Illustrated by Rikin Parekh 

Head teacher Mrs Bottomley-Blunt thinks 4B is the WORST CLASS IN THE WORLD. She says school is not about    

footling or fiddle-faddling or FUN. It is about LEARNING and it is high time 4B tried harder to EXCEL at it. 

But best friends Stanley and Manjit didn't LITERALLY mean to let flying MINIBEASTS free in the classroom. And they really 

didn't LITERALLY mean to do a series of dares to become the Overlord of the Universe. These things just happened, even 

though they had FOOLPROOF plans to get away with it all.  

Dread Wood by Jennifer Killick 

It's basically the worst school detention ever. When classmates (but not mate-mates) Hallie, Angelo, Gustav and 

Naira are forced to come to school on a SATURDAY, they think things can’t get much worse. But they’re wrong. Things are 

about to get seriously scary. 

What has dragged their teacher underground? Why do the creepy caretakers keeping humming the tune to Itsy Bitsy Spider? 

And what horrors lurk in the shadows, getting stronger and meaner every minute . . .? Cut off from help and in danger each 

time they touch the ground, the gang’s only hope is to work together. But it’s no coincidence that they're all there on detention. 

Someone has been watching and plotting and is out for revenge. 

UNIFORM 

School uniform can be ordered on ParentPay. 

Orders placed between Thurs 8.30am & Tues 
8.30am will be delivered to class on Tuesday. 

Orders placed between Tues 8.30am & 
Thurs8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Thursday. 

All orders will be sent to class for your child to 
take home. 
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