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FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2022 

GORDONBROCK WEEKLY 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 

We have had another great week at Gordonbrock ! 

We are so incredibly proud of our Year 3 &  4  and  Year 5 & 6 choirs, that represented us at the Turning Of 
The Year Concert at The Blackheath Halls on Tuesday. The childrens performance and behaviour was exemplary. 
A big thank you to Mr Prescott and Kelly for their continuous encouragement throughout the term. More 
information next week.. 

It was great to see so many Parents/Carers at the Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performances this week in school, 
and we are also looking forward to seeing Parents/Carers next week at the Years 3 & 4, Years 5 & 6 and 
Reception performances. 

Next week is the last week of school. On Wednesday along with Christmas lunch we will be raising money for 
Save the Children by wearing our Christmas jumpers. 

Have a restful weekend and we’ll see you all on Monday. Mrs Wright 

 

In Reception over the last two 
weeks, we have been looking at 
the story of the Gingerbread 
Man.  

We also had a very special visit to 
each of our Topaz classes by 
several Gingerbread 
characters.  

The children were all excited 
and intrigued looking for clues 
as it was a complete mystery why they 
visited. We then went on to write a 
wanted poster for our favourite 
characters and some of us also wrote 
our evidence sheets.  

In maths we explored subitising and 
capacity, the children were all engaged using different size 
measuring equipment and key words to support our learning.  

Reception 

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day  

Wednesday 14th December 2022 

Wear your Christmas Jumper and  donate a £1 by clicking on the following link: 

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/christmas-jumper-day 

No need to buy a new jumper. Why not decorate an old jumper or just wear a plain bright coloured 
jumper instead. 

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/shanee-khan-christmas-jumper-day
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This week we had Jack from 
Pollocks Toy Museum come 
and visit us to show us 
different toys from the 
past.  

The oldest toy was a toy 
doll that was 140 years old 
and made from clay!  

We had lots of discussions about the materials the toys 
were made from and we even got to play with them. 

We also placed the toys in order from oldest to  newest and explained how we knew they were old.  

Year 1 

 

 

Starting primary school in 2023 - 
advice and support for Lewisham 
families 

From London Borough of Lewisham : We are excited to announce that we are running a free informal event 

for parents to learn about the primary application process. We will be offering friendly and supportive advice 

from Admissions, Family Information Service, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), and Free 

School Meals teams. 

 

This will be on Wednesday 14th December from 9.00am-6.00pm at Catford Library. 

 

Book your slot on the ‘starting primary school in 2023’ event at Catford Library   

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/starting-primary-school-in-2023-advice-and-support-for-lewisham-families-

tickets-473208207487 

 Sign up for weekly emails about applying for a primary school place in 2023  

https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/402-118M  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have been asked to share with you the following by London Borough of Lewisham: 

We know that there are families across Lewisham who are currently struggling with the rise in the 
cost of living. The Council has a new Cost of Living Crisis Support web page with advice for 
Lewisham families and residents about what and where help is available.  

https://lewisham.gov.uk/support 

https://schoolsservices.lewisham.gov.uk/Article/116710?source=Newsletter&guid=5C0782AE-46D2-4F30-9147-E1E1A4F429E0
https://schoolsservices.lewisham.gov.uk/Article/116710?source=Newsletter&guid=5C0782AE-46D2-4F30-9147-E1E1A4F429E0
https://schoolsservices.lewisham.gov.uk/Article/116710?source=Newsletter&guid=5C0782AE-46D2-4F30-9147-E1E1A4F429E0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/starting-primary-school-in-2023-advice-and-support-for-lewisham-families-tickets-473208207487
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/starting-primary-school-in-2023-advice-and-support-for-lewisham-families-tickets-473208207487
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/starting-primary-school-in-2023-advice-and-support-for-lewisham-families-tickets-473208207487
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/402-118M
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/402-118M
https://lewisham.gov.uk/support
https://lewisham.gov.uk/support
https://lewisham.gov.uk/support
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Dear Reception Parents/Carers, We have been asked by the School Health Service Screening 

Team to remind you to complete the Health Need Assessment form (HNA form) using their secure on-line link. 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Health Needs Assessment Link for –Gordonbrock Primary School 

The Lewisham & Greenwich NHS Trust School Health Service is committed to the health and improvement of children by promoting 
positive attitude towards good health and ensuring they have access to a dedicated and response service.  

We have secure on-line link that you can use to complete the health need assessment (HNA form) for your reception child. The 

questionnaire is an opportunity to have your child’s health and development reviewed at school entry.  We are now inviting parents/

guardians to complete this questionnaire via this quick and easy process: 

Please click on this link to access the HNA form: http://qlink.uk/Lth155/100684 

Here’s a video on how the HNA portal works: https://vimeo.com/442663214 

Once you have completed the questionnaire you will be able to view and download your responses and identified helpful health 
messages and links to further information and guidance. A nurse will review the questionnaire and may contact you to offer health 
advice, information and support. 

The School Health Services ensures that personal information relating to your child is kept securely and confidentially and will not be 
shared without your permission, except in exceptional circumstances. 

Please contact the Lewisham School Health Screening Team at Waldron Health Centre on 0203 049 3415 or lg.shsscreening@nhs.net 
if you require any further assistance. 

Eliza  has been very busy raising money 
for Cancer Research UK. 

She did a bake sale and raised £144. 

Well Done Eliza! 

http://qlink.uk/Lth155/100684
https://vimeo.com/442663214
mailto:lg.shsscreening@nhs.net
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In English this week we have 
been reading ‘Toby and the 
Great Fire of London’. 

On Monday, we acted out the 
story through freeze frames. 
It was great fun!  

Next, we sequenced the story 
by rearranging mixed up 
pictures and then drawing 
pictures in order, to tell the 
story.  

We then invented a new 
character to replace Toby.  

By the end of the week we will 
have written our own diary 
entry as if our character were 
present at the Great Fire of 
London.  

Year 2 

www.gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk/ info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk 

ONLINE SAFETY : TIP OF THE WEEK 

• Never give out your password 

You should never give 
out your password or 
log-in information. 
Make sure you pick 
strong, easy to 
remember passwords. 

Lexia Superstars  

Well done to all of the children who have been on the 

Lexia programme this week.  

Special congratulations to the following children 

who completed a level this week!  

Dear Parents/Carers of children in Topaz 2 and 

Years 3-6….  

Please note that payments for school lunch must be 
made in advance. All lunch payments are to be made 
using ParentPay. The cost of a school lunch is £2.30 
per day.  

The total for Autumn Term 1 is £78.20       

The total for Autumn Term 2 is £80.50 

The total for Autumn Term is £158.70  
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Starting Applying to Start Primary School in September 2023 

Children born between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019 are eligible to start 

Reception full-time in September 2023.   

Parents and Carers  of children born between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019  will need 

to make plans for their admission to Reception in September 2023.  Parents / Carers can apply for 

up to six mainstream state primary schools, which can be in or outside the Lewisham borough. 

Before deciding which schools you want to apply for, you should visit the school to meet the staff, 

see the facilities and opportunities available.  

  

Applications can be made with Lewisham Council via the eadmissions website, from Thursday 1st September 2022 to 

Sunday 15th January 2023.   

More information is available at: https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-

start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place 

  

Current Nursery Parents/Carers of children born between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019, please note that 

even though your child is currently attending Gordonbrock Nursery you still will have to apply for Primary School by 

the 15th January 2023. 

Year 5 Parents/Carers… 

Payment schedule for Marchants Hill School 

Residential Journey February 2023.  

Payment plan: Full/Subsidised 

 Friday 30th September - £55 / £19 non-refundable deposit 

Friday 4th November - £65 / £15 

Friday 2nd December - £65 / £15 

Friday 6th January - £65 / £15 

Friday 3rd February - £65 / £15 

Please can we ask 

everyone… 
to be mindful of our neighbours at drop-off and 
pick-up time.  

We have had reports of Parents/Carers parking 
across driveways and preventing our neighbours 
from going to work and appointments. 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place


@GordonbrockS 020 8690 0704 

 

 

 
 
On Monday 5th December, Year 3 enjoyed a World War 
II day! We completed lots of activities including a walk 
around our local area. Mrs Barber’s mother-in-law had 
helped with research for the trip so we had many things 
to look out for. We were also hugely grateful for the 
support from our volunteers! 

 
When we left school, we looked at some pictures of railings from 
the 1940s and compared the difference with our railings. We 
learned that iron railings were used to create stretchers and other 
materials to help the war effort, meaning that most of the railings 
around our local area were new and probably made of materials such 
as steel. We then walked down to Ladywell Station and learned that 
people in our local area sheltered from the bombs that fell during 
the Blitz by using caves and railway arches. We even spotted a sign 
directing people to a shelter which dates back to the Second World 
War!  
 

After that, we explored some local streets and spotted that some 
house numbers no longer existed as the houses had been destroyed 
during the Blitz and never rebuilt. We also discussed how to tell the 
difference between houses which had been built before the Second 
World War and houses which had been built afterwards. 
 
 

 
The final stop on our trip was the cemetery where we found 
the grave of some significant individuals from our local area. 
One of them was Eileen Brogan who was a private in the 
Women’s Auxiliary Territorial Service. We also had a look at 
the war memorial and larger group of war graves before 

returning to school. 
 

 
 

 
Back at school, we worked in teams to make some Anderson shelters, which 
people used to protect themselves from bombs falling during air raids. We 
used card, tissue paper and corrugated cardboard to help recreate this 
famous WWII artefact. The results were fantastic! 
 
 
The final stop on our trip was the cemetery where we found the grave of 
some significant individuals from our local area. One of them was Eileen 
Brogan who was a private in the Women’s Auxiliary Territorial Service. We 
also had a look at the war memorial and larger group of war graves before 
returning to school. 
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We have really enjoyed learning about this topic during this term and this was a great way to 
finish it off. 
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When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy  are important – the more 
facts your child remembers, the easier it is for them to do harder calculations. 
Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help 
students master the times tables!  

Logging In 

The children should go to https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584 and login using the details that have 

been sent home with your child.   

Stats 

If you click on your avatar icon in the top right of the screen and then click My Stats, a heatmap like the one below 

will load. It shows how successful your child is at each of the facts.  

Game Types 

• Garage - the questions will only come from the times tables the teacher has set for 

the week. It will include multiplication and division questions.   

• Studio - the questions in the Studio can be anything from 1×1 up to 12×12.  

• Soundcheck – When you play Soundcheck, you get 20 questions each with a 5-second time limit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 4 this week we were lucky to 

welcome a  Community Archaeologist for 

Kent and the Royal Parks of Greenwich for 

a Roman workshop. 

 

We were shown a range of artefacts.  

 

We learnt a lot about Roman remains. 

 

We also found out that Roman history can be located in  Greenwich.  

 

We learnt about an excavation in Greenwich which had revealed mosaic floors 

and fragments of walls along with pieces of Roman pottery and coins.  

Year 4 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584
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MIDDAY MEAL ASSISTANTS 

We currently have midday meal assistant vacancies at Gordonbrock. 

If you or anyone that you know is interested please visit the Lewisham 
Council website for further details. 

https://lewisham.referrals.selectminds.com/Schools/jobs/search/1259892 

https://lewisham.referrals.selectminds.com/Schools/jobs/search/1259892
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This week year 5 have been working on their 

sketching skills and working towards 
constructing their own still life piece of 
art inspired by “Vanitas– Still Life” by 

Pieter Claesz.  
We collected weird and wonderful objects 

from around the school, including some 
pretty cool skulls, and 

created our unique 
arrangement of these 

objects to sketch. 
 
 
 

Year 5 

 

If any of the following applies to you, you  can apply for free school meals for your child. 

* Universal credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7400  

* Income support 

* Income based job seekers allowance  

* Income related employment and support allowance  

* Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to working tax credit and have an annual income, as assessed 
by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190  

Please apply online at https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx  

https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
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In Aquamarine 4, we have been learning 
about digital and analogue time and learning 
to read and understand timetables in Maths. 
In History, we have been finishing our 
timelines of British monarchs. 
In Science, we have been creating rainbows 
using prisms to understand how refraction 
reveals the visible colour spectrum. 
In English, we have been learning to edit and 
redraft our writing and enjoying writing 
anything we want as part of our personal 
writing projects. 
In Samba we held elections to vote for our 
Team Leader, Deputy Team leader, 
Conductor and Deputy Conductor and in P.E. 
we have been working together as a team to 
play basketball.  

  

This week in Aquamarine 5, we have 

really enjoyed presenting the home 

learning project that was set this half 

term. We were challenged to research, 

produce and present a project on a 

subject that interested us. We have taken great 

pleasure in each other’s achievements as well as 

learning many new facts.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Aquamarine 6, we have been learning about, fractions and practising our arithmetic skills in Maths.  
In art, we have been doing drawing exercises focusing on drawing negative space. 
In history, we have been looking at the English Civil War and the execution of Charles I with a goal of writing in 
role about the execution.  
In English, we have been focussing on pathos and drama. 
We also worked on team building in P.E.  

Year 6 
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UNIFORM 

School uniform can be ordered on ParentPay. 

Orders placed between Thursday 8.30am and 

Tuesday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Tuesday. 

Orders placed between Tuesday 8.30am and 

Thursday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Thursday. 

All orders will be sent to class for your child to take 

home. 

We endeavour to be a   

NUT-FREE SCHOOL  

Please help us to achieve this aim by not    

sending any nuts or nut containing products 

into school,  This extends to sesame seeds too. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

REMINDER CLASS BIRTHDAY TREATS 

Please note we are not currently  

accepting any treats to share with the 

class in celebration of birthdays. 

LATE COLLECTION & CHARGING POLICY 

Please note that any child not         

collected on time will be taken to the 

school office and their name will be      

recorded in the late-collection book. 

If your child is collected late on more than 

three occasions during a school term, then we 

have a charging policy which will mean that 

you will be charged £5 for every 15 minutes for 

each child.  

P 
lease can we remind everyone that 

although Amyruth Road is part of the 

School Street Scheme, vehicles that belong 

to residents of the road or vehicles that 

are exempt from the scheme can still be driven during 

the scheme times. Therefore, it is extremely 

important to exercise caution when crossing the road. 

For older children that arrive and leave school 

unaccompanied can we please ask Parents/Carers to  

discuss the dangers of not crossing safely and general 

road safety especially at this time when the days are 

getting shorter. 

Also can we remind Parents/Carers that when 

collecting children at 4.30pm the School Street 

Scheme is not in operation at this 

time and children should not be 

allowed to play/run/scoot/

bicycle ride/sit/stand in the road. 

REMINDER: FRUIT SNACKS IN CLASS 

EYFS and KS1 children are provided with a 
mid-morning fruit snack everyday. 

KS2 children are welcome to bring in 
an apple, pear, banana or orange as 

their mid-morning snack everyday. 

Follow Us On Twitter 

 Please follow us on Twitter: @GordonbrockS 

PE Kit REMINDER: 

Parents/Carers please remember to send your child
(ren) to school wearing their PE kit on the day they 
have PE. 

Please could you also ensure that they are wearing 
the correct PE kit. 

• Plain black/navy tracksuit bottoms 

• Plain black/navy shorts for indoor PE (these 
can be worn under plain black/navy tracksuit 
bottoms in colder weather 

• Plain white round neck t-shirt 

• Purple school sweatshirt 

• Trainers 
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Saturday 3rd December 2022 

 
It was a very cold Saturday morning to start our league 
campaign for both the girl’s and boy’s football teams.  
 
Both teams were eager to start, due to the having had the first fixture rescheduled. This will be played at the 
end of the season. 

 
The boys started first against Prendergast. Despite our 

triumphant victory against Prendergast in the mini tournament 
earlier in the year, historically Gordonbrock always start the 
league matches slowly, and this match continued with the same 
pattern. The boys struggled against a defensive team and were not 
able to take their chances. This game could have easily gone  either 
way, with several efforts going close to opening the scoring. The 
game finished 0-0. Gabriel received our Player of the Match 
(POTM) for a solid and confident performance in midfield. 
 

The girls first game was against Edmund Waller. The game followed a very similar pattern to the boys’ first 
game. Several chances had Gordonbrock knocking on the scoreboard. Eventually, late in the game, following a 
great chase down and with pressure being applied on the goalkeeper by Alise forced a mistake and an own goal 
was conceded. This was to be the only goal in a very hard-won 1-0 to Gordonbrock. The POTM for this game 
went to Alise. 
 
Up next was the boy’s second game against Baring, and they 
were motivated to do better after a disappointing start. Despite 
their efforts, the boys conceded the only goal in another tense 
and scrappy game. A long ball from their goal kick wasn’t dealt 
with and it sailed over our defence to allow their attackers to 
score. We learned from our mistakes and dealt with further 
similar tactics well, but the damage had been done. The game 
finished 1-0 to Baring. With Faustino earning the POTM. 
 
The final game of the weekend was the girls against Coopers Lane. After a comfortable start, the team had a 
much harder task in this game. The opposition played defensively and left little for our attack to work with. 
Some big chances were missed, and Coopers Lane punished us for our defensive mistakes. Gordonbrock lost the 
game 2-0. With POTM going to Lily for her energy and defensive organisation. 
 
Team sheet: 
Boys: Luther (captain), Tyler-Jai, Faustino, Oliver, Luke, Sammy, Wilf, Gabriel, Samuel, Cassius 
Girls: Poppy (captain), Alise, Isobel, Lily, Rose, Bonnie, Giulia, Maya, Evie, Aisla 
 

A big thank you to Jason for coaching, the parents and carers for attending and supporting the 
team. 

Mr Costello, PE Team Lead. 
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Important Dates  

12/12/22 Year 3/4 Christmas 

Performance 

KS2 playground @9.15am 

12/12/22 Reception Christmas 

Performance 

Main Hall @2.15pm 

14/12/22 Save the Children’s Christmas 

Jumper Day and School 

Christmas Lunch Day 

15/12/22 Year 5/6 Christmas 

Performance  

KS2 playground @9.15am 

19/12/22 - 02/01/23 Christmas Holidays 

03/01/23 Children return to school for 

Spring Term 1 

11/01/23 Year 6 Freshwater Theatre 

Workshop  

23/01/23—27/03/23 Buddy Week 

26/01/23 Year 3 Freshwater Theatre 

Workshop 

06/02/23 - 10/02/23 Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

08/02/23 Open Morning 

09/02/23 Parents’ Evening 

10/02/23 Cake & Fruit Day 

13/02/23 - 17/02/23 Spring Half Term 

21/02/23 Safer Internet Day 

27/02/23 - 03/03/23 Year 5 School Journey 

03/03/23 World Book Day 

08/03/23 International Women’s Day 

14/07/23 Danceathon 

MRS WRIGHT’S READS OF THE WEEK 

Lulu’s Sleepover by Anna 
McQuinn (Author) and 
Rosalind Beardshaw 

(Illustrator) 

Lulu is excited about her first 
sleepover at cousin Hani’s house. 
She chooses what to bring then off 

she goes. The day with Hani is packed! They play in 
the garden and make water pictures. After lunch, 
(when Lulu tries cucumbers for the first time!) 
they dress up and watch a movie. When it’s time 
for bed, Auntie Almaz shares a special story about 
when she and Lulu’s daddy were little.  

Girl Power: Indian 
Women Who Took On 
The World by Neha 

Hiranandani (Author) 

Celebrating the lives of fifty 
women who blazed a path 
through history, this beautifully 

illustrated book explores the incredible 
biographies of the famous and the not-so-
famous - from scientists to artists and royalty 
to activists and much, much more. This book 
invites readers to discover defining moments in 
India's history and the host of inspiring women 
who made it possible. Delve into the history of 
fifty extraordinary Indian women's lives. Did 
you know that an Indian princess, Noor Inayat 
Khan, worked as a spy during WWII and helped 
gather information to defeat Nazi Germany? Or 
that three female scientists were key to India 
successfully reaching Mars first? Or that 
Poorna Malavath was the youngest girl to ever 
climb Mount Everest? 

Leonora Bolt: Secret 
Inventor by Lucy Brandt 
(Author) and Gladys Jose 

(Illustrator) 

Leonora Bolt spends her days 
creating incredible inventions in her 
TOP SECRET laboratory, under the 

watchful eye of her terrifying uncle. 
Everything changes one day when a strange boy 
washes up on an inflatable lobster and reveals that 
Uncle Luther has been stealing her inventions and 
selling them on the mainland. Leonora, armed with 
her most important inventions, must leave Crabby 
Island for the first time EVER to embark on an 
unforgettable journey that will test her 
brainpower to its limits.  
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