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FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER 2022 

GORDONBROCK WEEKLY 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 

What a wonderful first half term!  

It has been so great to see so may Parents/Carers in school for the Open Morning this week. I hope 

you enjoyed this event just as much as the children and staff did. So many children and adults 

commented afterwards how great it was to take part in the activities in class, and how they were 

looking forward to the next time. 

We were extremely pleased to see so many Parents/Carers attend our in person Parents ’ Evening 

yesterday. As always it’s a great time to discuss the ongoing development of the children. 

Today we ended the Autumn Term 1 with the school taking part in “Show Racism the Red Card”. The 

school was a wash with red, together we took part in activities to understand the importance of and 

increase are awareness of why we support race equality.  We also had Gordonbrock ’s termly “Cake and 

Fruit Day”. A big thank you for all the donated items of fruit and cake  for the children to purchase 

with their £1. Thank you to FOG and all the volunteers that gave up their time to help run the event. If you would like 

to join or volunteer at any of the future events please email friendsofgordonbrock@gmail.com 

Thank you for your continued support this half term — we wish you an enjoyable and restful break 

and we’ll see you on Monday 31st October. 

Year 6 Secondary Transfer 

Children in Year 6 (born between 

1st September 2011 and 31st August 

2012) will be transferring to 

Secondary School in September 

2023 

Information on the application 

process is available at:  

https://lewisham.gov.uk/

myservices/education/schools/

school-admission/applying-to-start

-secondary-school/before-you-

apply  

Closing date for applications: 

Monday 31st October 2022 (we 

recommend that you submit your 

online application by Monday 24th 

October 2022) 

Mrs Wright 

Lewisham Foodbank: 

Harvest 2022 
Lewisham Foodbank asked us to be the 
‘Drinks School’ and gave a list of items to 
collect. 
On Monday our Gordonbrock Community 
donated so many items that we were  
overwhelmed with the generosity shown. 
The volunteers that collected were very 
happy to see the amount that had been 
donated. 

A big thank you to 
everyone that 

donated. 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
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Recording success! 

 

Congratulations to everyone in KS2 who 
recorded for Lewisham Music's open call to 
celebrate Black Music today in singing 
assembly. We recorded Bill Withers' "Lovely Day" in two
-part harmony! The audio recording will be out next half 
term!  
 
This week we showcase some incredible musicians that 
celebrate Black History Month - can you see how many 
you can listen too over half term?  

 

Mr Prescott, Music Specialist. 
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Reception had a fantastic Open Morning, exploring the areas of learning with our grown ups. It was great being 

able to show them our favourite activities. This week we have focussed on all things Autumn and had fun 

inspecting the inside of a pumpkin, drawing beautiful Autumn pictures and creating Autumn art, using sticks, 

leaves, pasta and tissue paper. In our outdoor environment, we have enjoyed harvesting cabbages, potatoes, 

pumpkins and onions.  

Reception 
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This week, in maths we have been learning our number 

bonds to 10 through different activities. We have made 

paper chain number bonds, cut out templates of our 

hands and used the fingers to help us write our number 

sentences. We also used counters on a tens frame and 

linked our learning back to using the part-part whole 

model from last week.  

 

We had a great Open Morning in Year 1! We explored 

different games from the past and showed our parents 

and carers how to play them. We thought about what 

children might have done if they didn’t have much money in the past and came up with a 

clapping game. We also created our own Victorian peg dolls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, we looked at 

different animals and 

discussed how they were 

similar or different.  We 

learnt that similar animals 

belong to the same animal 

group, either mammals, fish, 

birds, reptiles, amphibians or 

insects.   

Year 1 
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Dear Parents/Carers,  
We have been asked to share with you the following information from Lewisham Council. 

 

 

If you or someone you know is in need of school uniform, the Mayoresses are 

hosting a collection day on Thursday October 27 from 12.30-3.00pm, at the 

Evelyn Community Centre, SE8 5TQ. Open to all, uniform in all sizes. 

Dear Reception Parents/Carers,  

We have been asked by the School Health Service Screening Team to 

remind you to complete the Health Need Assessment form (HNA form) 

using their secure on-line link. 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Health Needs Assessment (HNA) Link for –Gordonbrock Primary 

The Lewisham & Greenwich NHS Trust School Health Service is 

committed to the health and improvement of children by promoting 

positive attitude towards good health and ensuring they have access to a 

dedicated and response service.  

We have secure on-line link that you can use to complete the health 

need assessment (HNA form) for your reception child. The 

questionnaire is an opportunity to have your child’s health and 

development reviewed at school entry.  We are now inviting parents/

guardians to complete this questionnaire via this quick and easy 

process: 

Please click on this link to access the HNA form: http://qlink.uk/

Lth155/100684 

Here’s a video on how the HNA portal works: https://
vimeo.com/442663214 

Once you have completed the questionnaire you will be able to view and 
download your responses and identified helpful health messages and 
links to further information and guidance. A nurse will review the 
questionnaire and may contact you to offer health advice, information 
and support. 

The School Health Services ensures that personal information relating to 
your child is kept securely and confidentially and will not be shared 
without your permission, except in exceptional circumstances. 

Please contact the Lewisham School Health Screening Team at Waldron 
Health Centre on 0203 049 3415 or lg.shsscreening@nhs.net if you 
require any further assistance. 

You are invited to let us know your views about the school by completing a short feedback form.  It helps us to know 

what you think we do well and what we could work on.  We read every completed questionnaire and    always consider 

all of your comments and suggestions. Completed forms will be confidential. 

To access the form please use the link that was emailed to you, via the link on the schools website or 

by clicking here - Gordonbrock School: Parent / Carer Survey - Autumn 2022.  

We kindly ask that you submit your answers by Friday 4th November 2022. 

Thank you in advance for your time and support. 

Parent / Carer Feedback Questionnaire for Autumn 2022 

http://qlink.uk/Lth155/100684
http://qlink.uk/Lth155/100684
https://vimeo.com/442663214
https://vimeo.com/442663214
mailto:lg.shsscreening@nhs.net
https://www.cognitoforms.com/TheEliotBankAndGordonborckSchoolsFederation/GordonbrockSchoolParentCarerSurveyAutumn2022
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When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy  are important – the more facts 
your child remembers, the easier it is for them to do harder calculations. Times Table 
Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help students master the 
times tables!  

Logging In 

The children should go to https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584 and login using the details that have 

been sent home with your child.   

Stats 

If you click on your avatar icon in the top right of the screen and then click My Stats, a heatmap like the one below 

will load. It shows how successful your child is at each of the facts.  

Game Types 

• Garage - the questions will only come from the times tables the teacher has set for the week. It will include mul-

tiplication and division questions.   

• Studio - the questions in the Studio can be anything from 1×1 up to 12×12.  

• Soundcheck – When you play Soundcheck, you get 20 questions each with a 5-second time limit.  

 

 

We had a really exciting Open Morning in Year 2. 

Linking English, Design and Technology and History, 

we all became Thomas Farriner from The Great Fire of 

London for the day!  

Working as a team, we 

made bread rolls. We 

couldn’t believe how good 

they looked and smelt 

when they came out of the 

oven. 

 

Year 2 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584
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In Year 3 this week, we 
have been working 
really hard at writing 
setting descriptions. 
They are based on the 

garden in 'The Lion and the Unicorn' which is 
a story about an evacuee during the Second 
World War. We made story corners to help 
us visualise the setting and then used 
descriptive language to write about them. 
This included expanded noun phrases and 
prepositional phrases.  

 

Also, Year 3 had a workshop for Black History Month this week. We learned about different influential black 
people including Trevor McDonald and Althea McNish.  

Year 3 

Contacting Us 

The school office can be contacted via telephone on 02086900704 or via email. 
 
info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for all general  enquires. 
 
pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for changes to pick-up arrangements for the day no later than 2.00pm. After 
2.00pm please call the office and speak to a member of staff. If the lines are busy, please can we ask you to call back and 
not leave a message on the answerphone. 
 
This also applies to any changes to pickup arrangements for the after school activity clubs (not TopMarks After 
School Club).  
 
breakfastclub@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for any queries or requests for Breakfast Club. 
 

lunch@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for the weeks meal choices that were booked in September. 

mailto:info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:breakfastclub@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:lunch@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
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Last week we celebrated our first Buddy Week of the new school year. Buddy Week is a great opportunity 
for children across the school to get to know each other, make new friends and share our learning. We 
met up with our new buddy classes and worked  together in a range of activities including: poetry    
performance, P.E., shared reading, story retelling and many more. The children were very excited to spend 
time with their buddies and are looking forward to the next Buddy Week.  

 Mrs Aylward, PSHE Team Leader. 
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In Year 4 this week, we spent 
time with our Buddy Class – 
Nursery. 

We read a story together as a 
whole group and played 
together in the Nursery 
Playground!  

We started to publish our 
work on “THE IVORY 
BANGLE LADY”! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcomed 
our family 
members to our 
Open Morning. 
We used the 
Hebrew symbols 
to create a 
transliteration 
code message. 

During our Art lesson we created images of 
the items found with the Ivory Bangle Lady. 

Year 4 
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ONLINE SAFETY : 

TIP OF THE WEEK 

The online world changes so quickly it's 

hard to keep up. The NSPCC selection of 

online safety guides help you navigate 

online risks – whether your kids are 

gaming, chatting, posting or streaming. 

  

To access the guides visit: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-

children-safe/online-safety/#guides 

Lexia Superstars  

Well done to all of the children who have been on the 

Lexia programme this week.  

Special congratulations to the following children 

who completed a level this week!  

If any of the following applies to you, you  can 

apply for free school meals for your child. 

 Universal credit with an earnings threshold 

that does not exceed £7400  

 Income support 

 Income based job seekers allowance  

 Income related employment and support 

allowance  

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not 

entitled to working tax credit and have an 

annual income, as assessed by HMRC that 

does not exceed £16,190  

  

Please apply online at  

https://

schools.lewisham.gov.uk/

SynergyWeb/Parents/

default.aspx  

Dear Parents/Carers of children in Topaz 2 
and Years 3-6…. Please note that payments for 

school lunch must be made in advance. All lunch 
payments are to be made using ParentPay. The cost 
of a school lunch is £2.30 per day.  

The total for Autumn Term 1 is £78.20       

The total for Autumn Term 2 is £80.50 

The total for Autumn Term is £158.70  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#guides
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#guides
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
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This week in Year 5, we were happy 
to see all the parents and carers who 
came along for our Gordonbrock Open Morning.  

 

 

 

 

We were investigating patterns in 
our multiplication facts, some 
were very surprising!  

It was interesting to discover the 
repeating patterns and timetables 
that have very similar number patterns. Thank you to 
all the adults who came and shared in our learning. 

Year 5 



@GordonbrockS 020 8690 0704 

 

 



@GordonbrockS 020 8690 0704 

 

 

www.gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk/ info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk 

 

In Year 6 this week, we have been armchair 

travellers. We’ve read Lonely Planet guides to 

the Caribbean and analysed the different 

techniques that the writers have used to 

persuade us to travel there. We then designed 

our own holiday islands with the challenge of 

appealing to as many people as we could. 

During Open Morning we were set a challenge 

to create the longest chain of numbers which 

were related to each other because they were 

factors or multiples of each other. 

 

 

 

 

We listened to great candidate 

speeches before we voted for our 

school council reps. 

Year 6 
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Friday 14th October 2022 

We started off our footballing calendar with the Prendergast - v – Gordonbrock tournament, which we 
participated in for the first-time last year. 

Due to the success of last year’s tournament which was for year 6 players only, this year’s tournament was 
opened up to include players from year 5 and 6. 

This early season tournament allowed both teams the chance to show off their hard work from preseason 
training, as well as the tactics they had been taught by Jason during after school training. 

As the Boys’ and Girls’ teams played at the same time, Jason coached the girls during their game and I did the 
same for the boys.  The boys managed to dominate the whole game through some great teamwork, attacking 
verve and Wilf’s great goalkeeping brilliance. The team won 5-0 with goals from Ollie, Gabriel, Luther (2) and 
Tyler-Jai.  The girls’ game was much tougher, as they struggled to overcome a dogged defence from 
Prendergast. It was only thanks to some fantastic goalkeeping from Aisla and a calm finish from Poppy that 
they won the game 1-0 to complete a clean-sweep of victories.  

Both teams worked really well together and even at this early stage, they have shown us that the future is 
looking bright for this season. 

Well done to both teams and we look forward to following your journey this season! 

 

Teamsheet:  

Boys: Kelvin (captain), Tyler-Jai, Faustino, Oliver, Luke, Sammy, Wilf, Gabriel, Samuel, Cassius, Luther 

Girls: Poppy (captain), Alise, Isobel, Rosa, Lily, Rose, Bonnie, Giulia, Maya, Evie, Aisla 

A big thank you to Jason for coaching and to the parents and carers for attending and supporting the team. 

 

Dan Costello, PE Team Leader. 
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Year 5/6 Sports Hall 
Athletics at Sydenham School – 
17/10/22 

As we travelled by bus to the tournament, the children were very excited and determined to do well.  When we 
arrived, everyone was keen to get going. Jason and I  were confident in our team’s ability to challenge for the 
top position in the table! 

During the tournament each child participated in two field events; chest push, javelin, standing long jump or 
speed bounce and at least one track event. 

Just before the events started Jason gave one of his famous pep talks, reminding the children to focus because 
every point counted.  

Our excellent results during the field events put us in contention for finishing top, and it all came down to our 
team work and running abilities.  Although we finished 1st or 2nd in several of the running events, we were just 
beaten on a single race. This meant we ended the tournament in a very impressive 2nd place. A fantastic 
achievement for the team! 

The team were given a round of applause and received silver medals for an 
their amazing performance.  

Well done to: Kamiah, Keanan, Kelvin, Mimi-Starr, Rosa, Evie, Giulia, 
Poppy, Charlotte, Eva, Luther, Gabriel, Francis, Luke, Wilf and Samuel. 

Thank you to Jason for coaching the team and giving such excellent 
advice. 

 

Dan Costello, PE Team Leader. 
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Important Dates  

03/10/22– 31/10/22 Black History Month 

24/10/22 - 28/10/22  Autumn Half Term 

31/10/22 DEADLINE FOR SECONDARY 

SCHOOL ONLINE 

APPLICATIONS 

31/10/22 - 11/11/22 Year 4 Intensive swimming 

Course 

07/11/22 - 11/11/22 Anti-Bullying Week 

11/11/22 Remembrance Day 

14/11/22 Reception & Y6  -  Height and 

Weight Measurement 

Program 

18/11/22 Children In Need 

22/11/22 School Nursing Team visiting 

Reception—Year 6 for Flu 

Vaccination 

09/12/22 No Pens Day 

14/12/22 Save the Children’s Christmas 

Jumper Day and School 

Christmas Lunch Day 

19/12/22 - 02/01/23 Christmas Holidays 

23/01/23—27/03/23 Buddy Week 

06/02/23 - 10/02/23 Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

08/02/23 Open Morning 

09/02/23 Parents’ Evening 

13/02/23 - 17/02/23 Spring Half Term 

21/02/23 Safer Internet Day 

27/02/23 - 03/03/23 Year 5 School Journey 

03/03/23 World Book Day 

 
MRS WRIGHT’S READS OF THE WEEK 

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles 

The year is 1960, 
and six-year-old 
Ruby Bridges and her 
family have recently moved 
from Mississippi to New 
Orleans in search of a better 
life. When a judge orders Ruby 
to attend first grade at William 

Frantz Elementary, an all-white school, Ruby 
must face angry mobs of parents who refuse to 
send their children to school with her. Told with 
Robert Coles' powerful narrative and 
dramatically illustrated by George Ford, Ruby's 
story of courage, faith, and hope continues to 
resonate more than 60 years later.  

Ella Queen Of Jazz by Helen Hancocks 

It’s Ella Fitzgerald 
sang the blues and 
she sang them good. Ella 
and her fellas were on the way up! 
It seemed like nothing could stop 
her, until the biggest club in town 
refused to let her play… and all 

because of her colour. But when all hope seemed 
lost, little did Ella imagine that a Hollywood star 
would step in to help. 
The inspiring, true story of how a remarkable 
friendship between Ella Fitzgerald and Marilyn 
Monroe was born – and how they worked 
together to overcome prejudice and adversity.   

Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephania  

Leonard is shocked 
when he arrives 

with his mother in the port of 
Southampton. His father is a 
stranger to him, it’s cold 
and even the Jamaican food 
doesn’t taste the same as it did 
back home in Maroon Town. But 
his parents have brought him 
here to try to make a better 
life, so Leonard does his best not to complain, to 
make new friends, to do well at school – even 
when people hurt him with their words and with 
their fists.  
How can a boy so far from home learn to enjoy 
his new life when so many things count against 
him? 
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UNIFORM 

School uniform can be ordered on ParentPay. 

Orders placed between Thursday 8.30am and 

Tuesday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Tuesday. 

Orders placed between Tuesday 8.30am and 

Thursday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Thursday. 

All orders will be sent to class for your child to take 

home. 

We endeavour to be a   

NUT-FREE SCHOOL  

Please help us to achieve this aim by not    

sending any nuts or nut containing products 

into school,  This extends to sesame seeds too. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

REMINDER CLASS BIRTHDAY TREATS 

Please note we are not currently  

accepting any treats to share with the 

class in celebration of birthdays. 

LATE COLLECTION & CHARGING POLICY 

Please note that any child not         

collected on time will be taken to the 

school office and their name will be      

recorded in the late-collection book. 

If your child is collected late on more than 

three occasions during a school term, then we 

have a charging policy which will mean that 

you will be charged £5 for every 15 minutes for 

each child.  

P 
lease can we remind everyone that 

although Amyruth Road is part of the 

School Street Scheme, vehicles that belong 

to residents of the road or vehicles that 

are exempt from the scheme can still be driven during 

the scheme times. Therefore, it is extremely 

important to exercise caution when crossing the road. 

For older children that arrive and leave school 

unaccompanied can we please ask Parents/Carers to  

discuss the dangers of not crossing safely and general 

road safety especially at this time when the days are 

getting shorter. 

Also can we remind Parents/Carers that when 

collecting children at 4.30pm the School Street 

Scheme is not in operation at this 

time and children should not be 

allowed to play/run/scoot/

bicycle ride/sit/stand in the road. 

REMINDER: FRUIT SNACKS IN CLASS 

EYFS and KS1 children are provided with a 
mid morning fruit snack everyday. 

KS2 children are welcome to bring in 
an apple, pear, banana or orange as 

their mid-morning snack everyday. 

Follow Us On Twitter 

 Please follow us on Twitter: @GordonbrockS 

PE Kit REMINDER: 

Parents/Carers please remember to send your child
(ren) to school wearing their PE kit on the day they 
have PE. 

Please could you also ensure that they are wearing 
the correct PE kit. 

• Plain black/navy tracksuit bottoms 

• Plain black/navy shorts for indoor PE (these 
can be worn under plain black/navy tracksuit 
bottoms in colder weather 

• Plain white round neck t-shirt 

• Purple school sweatshirt 

• Trainers 


