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FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER 2022 

GORDONBROCK WEEKLY 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 

We’ve had another great week in school!  

This week was Buddy Week and we’ve had classes visiting their new buddy classes for 

the year and spending quality time nurturing new relationships. Well done, children - 
you have all shown great skills in communication and sharing. 

Parents/Carers, we’re looking forward to seeing you next week in school at the Open 

Morning which starts at 9.10am on Wednesday and Parents’ Evening on Thursday. If 

you haven’t booked your slot for Parents’ Evening, please click on the link that you 

were sent this week. 

Don’t forget, on Friday 21st October we will be taking part in “Show Racism the Red 

Card”. We’re inviting all Gordonbrock children and adults to wear a red item of 

clothing (with their uniform) to show support for race equality.  

The end of term next Friday will see the return of our Cake and Fruit Day. Please see 

the poster in this Weekly for further details. If you can help FOG on the day, please 
contact friendsofgordonbrock@gmail.com . 

Have a lovely weekend everyone, and we’ll see you next week. 

Mrs Wright 

We are supporting the Poppy 
Appeal. 

The following items will be available to 
purchase at the school office from 
Monday 17th October until Friday 11th November  
during drop off and pick up times. 

If you can help, please can we ask for donations 
to be made on Monday 17th October at drop 
off time. Unfortunately, we will not be able to 
take any donations after this time as the Food-
bank volunteers will be collecting soon after. 

Children can take their donations into class on 
Monday morning. 

mailto:friendsofgordonbrock@gmail.com
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Year 6 Secondary Transfer 

Children in Year 6 (born between 1st September 2011 

and 31st August 2012) will be transferring to Secondary 

School in September 2023 

You will have already received a copy of the ‘Bright 

Futures Applying To Start Secondary School brochure at 

the end of the last academic year.  We would encourage 

all parents to read this information carefully as it 

provides important information about the transfer 

process and Lewisham secondary schools. A digital 

version of the brochure as well as all of the important 

Secondary Transfer dates and information on the 

application process is available at:  

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/

schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-

school/before-you-apply  

Closing date for applications: Monday 

31st October 2022 (we recommend 

that you submit your online 

application by Monday 24th October 

2022) 

Bike Shed  

Please could Parents/Carers ensure 
that their child’s scooter/bike 
is removed from the bike shed 
and taken home over half 
term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, Reception children have continued marking 

Black History Month, this time by focusing on the artist 

Alma Woodsey-Thomas. We have found out that not only 

was she an artist, but a teacher as well! She liked creating 

her pictures by using rectangular blocks of colour. The children used wooden blocks to 

print  their own pictures! 

This week was also Mental Health Awareness week and we have learnt that it’s ok to feel 

all sorts of different feelings, but it is important to talk about them. We created our 

Emotion Faces by using transient art.  

Reception 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyxomZxs3NAhUpK8AKHVbwBG8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fcartoon-scooter-vector-1105748&psig=AFQjCNF0Pz-9BHvTfpEra0txQCIgk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix2ILpxc3NAhWIC8AKHcqZDfQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.how-to-draw-funny-cartoons.com%2Fcartoon-bicycle.html&psig=AFQjCNGKRhSIGhdhJlNTIfsmN9gCfICxAw&ust=146730032
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlvMD9yM3NAhWqC8AKHW3YDUYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fbicycle%2F%3Forder%3Dviews&psig=AFQjCNES2Nvjd1sP6mJNYYbT5-slnG22_g&ust=1467301153777906
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This week, the children have 

enjoyed taking part in Buddy 

Week! They paired up with 

another class and spent time 

together getting to know each 

other, sharing their interests and 

reading a book together. This was  

        a lovely way to make new friends 

around the school! 

In Science, we thought about our 

senses: how we look, hear, feel, 

touch and taste.  

We recorded our thoughts and shared them with the class! 

Year 1 
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Starting Applying to 

Start Primary School 

in September 2023 

Children born between 1st 

September 2018 and 31st August 

2019 are eligible to start 

Reception full-time in September 

2023.   

 

Parents and Carers  of children born between 1st September 

2018 and 31st August 2019  will need to make plans for their 

admission to Reception in September 2023.  Parents / 

Carers can apply for up to six mainstream state primary 

schools, which can be in or outside the Lewisham borough. 

Before deciding which schools you want to apply for, you 

should visit the school to meet the staff, see the facilities and 

opportunities available.  
 

 

Applications can be made with Lewisham Council via the 

eadmissions website, from Thursday 1st September 2022 

to Sunday 15th January 2023.   

 

More information is available at: https://lewisham.gov.uk/

myservices/education/schools/school -admission/

applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-

primary-school-place  

ONLINE SAFETY : 

TIP OF THE WEEK 

The Internet is a real 
community of people who are 
connected by computers, so 
treat people that you don't know on the Internet as 
strangers that you might meet in a street. 

If any of the following applies to you, you  

can apply for free school meals for your 

child. 

 Universal credit with an earnings 

threshold that does not exceed 

£7400  

 Income support 

 Income based job seekers allowance  

 Income related employment and support allowance  

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to 

working tax credit and have an annual income, as 

assessed by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190  

Please apply online at  

https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/

default.aspx  

Dear Parents/Carers of children in Topaz 2 and 
Years 3-6…. 

Please note that payments for school lunch must be 
made in advance. All lunch payments are to be made 
using ParentPay. The cost of a school lunch is £2.30 
per day.  

The total for Autumn Term 1 is £78.20       

The total for Autumn Term 2 is £80.50 

The total for Autumn Term is £158.70  

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
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Contacting Us 

The school office can be contacted via telephone on 02086900704 or via email. 
 
info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for all general  enquires. 
 
pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for changes to pick-up arrangements for the day no later than 2.00pm. After 
2.00pm please call the office and speak to a member of staff. If the lines are busy, please can we ask you to call back and 
not leave a message on the answerphone. 
 
This also applies to any changes to pickup arrangements for the after school activity clubs (not TopMarks After 
School Club).  
 
breakfastclub@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for any queries or requests for Breakfast Club. 
 

lunch@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for the weeks meal choices that were booked in September. 

When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy  are important – the more facts 
your child remembers, the easier it is for them to do harder calculations. Times Table 
Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help students master the 
times tables!  

Logging In 

The children should go to https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584 and login using the details that have 

been sent home with your child.   

Stats 

If you click on your avatar icon in the top right of the screen and then click My Stats, a heatmap like the one below 

will load. It shows how successful your child is at each of the facts.  

Game Types 

• Garage - the questions will only come from the times tables the teacher has set for the week. It will include mul-

tiplication and division questions.   

• Studio - the questions in the Studio can be anything from 1×1 up to 12×12.  

• Soundcheck – When you play Soundcheck, you get 20 questions each with a 5-second time limit.  

 

 

This week it’s been all about cooperative 

learning in Year 2!  

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been 

exploring different methods of adding 2-digit 

numbers. We used number lines to help us 

partition numbers, making sure our big jumps 

of 10s and small jumps of 1s were accurate. 

It has been nice to share stories together during reading practice sessions and in our weekly school library visit. 

Year 2 

mailto:info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:breakfastclub@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:lunch@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584
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In Year 3 this week, 

we had a Black 

History Month 

Workshop where we 

acted out the 

different roles of 

Black British 

people, 

including   the 

Kanneh-Mason family, 

Marcus Rashford and Lenny 

Henry.  

We worked in groups and 

created a freeze frame 

related to our black 

pioneers. 

In class, we created Blitz pictures with chalk and black 

sugar paper.  

We got to meet our Buddy class this week and 

celebrated Natinal Poetry Day by writing and performing 

poetry.  

Shared below are some poems that were created for 
National Poetry Day based on Tricks, by Michael Rosen.  

Year 3 

Jetpack 

Nearly every day, 

I use my magic jetpack, 

As I use it, I feel very happy, 

It will help me from being late from 

school. 

By Eleanor 

Magic Feet 

Nearly every day, 

I would use my magic chair mas-

sager 

to lift me down the stairs, 

It makes me feel relaxed. 

By Max 

Cleaning 

Nearly every two weeks, 

I would use my magic hoover, 

As I use it I feel happy, 

It helps me with cleaning my 

room. 

By Gilbert 

Reading Record 

Nearly every morning, 

I would use my magic alarm, 

As I use it I feel relieved, 

It reminds me to write in my reading 

record. 

By Molly 

Tickle 

Every day, 

I would use my magic tickle machine, 

To wake me up, 

It makes me feel refreshed, 

It helps me with waking up. 

By Jemima 

The magic shoes 

Nearly every weekend  

I would use my magic shoes to run 

along 

As I use them I feel very fast 

It helps me with getting faster 

By Daniel 
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In Year 4 this week, we marked National 
Poetry Day and wrote our own group 
poems We also performed our poems to 
the rest of the class. 

We celebrated Black History Month with 
a Big Foot Workshop where we carried 

out 
movements/
dance to music 
and we worked 
in groups to re-
enact Black 
Pioneers. 

CONGATUALTIONS JUNIOR CHOIR!  

A massive congratulations to every young musician in our junior choir who performed One Call Away by 
Charlie Puth today in assembly! You all were absolutely amazing singing with 
dynamics, amazing clear crispy voices and expression. Special shout out to 
our soloist Alice too.  

This week in Assembly we introduced our Music Leaders for the first time at 
Gordonbrock - they would help teach parts of our song in singing assembly 
and listen to KS2 and give them any improvements. Congratulations to Evie & 
Iris in Y5 who were our first Music Leaders. If you would like to be a music 
leader let me or your class teacher know!  

BLACK HISTORY MONTH MUSICAL CELEBRATION  

 We continue celebrating black artists from across a wide and diverse array of 
genres and styles by focusing in on classical music this week! A world that is 
full of musical stories...  

Below is a picture of incredible world-renowned Cellist Sheku Kanneh Mason. 
Sheku started his musical life by having cello lessons at school in Nottingham 
just like how we have musical sessions in Lewisham here in Gordonbrock.  

See if you can listen to the orchestra, he plays in The Chineke Orchestra this 
week and maybe one day you can be like Sheku!  

Mr Prescott , Music Specialist 

Year 4 
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This week, Year 5 have been experimenting with how the sun 
creates shadows and what that tells us about the movements of 
the Earth. Luckily, we have been able to have a couple of sunny 
days this week! 

Year 5 

Lexia Superstars  

Well done to all of the children who have been on the 

Lexia programme this week.  

Special congratulations to the following children 

who completed a level this week!  

Year 5 Parents/Carers… 

Payment schedule for Marchants Hill School 

Residential Journey February 2023.  

Payment plan: Full/Subsidised 

 Friday 30 September - £55 / £19 non-

refundable deposit 

Friday 4 November - £65 / £15 

Friday 2 December - £65 / £15 

Friday 6 January - £65 / £15 

Friday 3 February - £65 / £15 
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In Aquamarine 4, we have been working on long division and multistep 

word problems in Maths this week. We have also been learning about how 

people work collaboratively using networks and systems in Computing. In 

English, we have been analysing travel guides to see how they inform, 

persuade and engage the reader and we will be 

writing our own using the techniques we have identified. We have 

also designed and launched our own class publishing house under the 

name “Warm Chips Books – ketchup to 

adventure”. 

 

The photos show how 

focused Aquamarine 5 

were whilst 

collaborating in 

teams to produce a 

group fact file about a 

given country. We 

replicated what many 

of our parents have experienced over the 

past 3 years : working as part of a team remotely. Our team 

members were spread around the classroom, sitting at different tables. We were not 

allowed to speak with each other and had to communicate using the chat function in our 

document. 

As any good scientist 

would do, here we 

are investigating in 

order to find an 

answer to our 

question: Does light 

reflect off a surface at 

the same angle at 

which it hits that 

surface? 

 

 

In Aquamarine 6, we have been working on long 

multiplication in Maths this week. In English, we have 

also been analysing travel guides so see how they 

inform, persuade and engage the reader and will begin 

writing our own using the techniques we have 

identified.  

In science we have modelled how light travels from a 

source and reflects off objects to enable us to see.  

We also created comic strips to retell the story of King John and Magna Carta. 

Year 6 
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Important Dates  

03/10/22– 21/10/22 Black History Month 

17/10/22 Lewisham Foodbank 

Collection 

19/10/22 Open Morning 

20/10/22 Parents’ Evening 

21/10/22 Show Racism The Red Card 

21/10/22 Cake & Fruit Day 

24/10/22 - 28/10/22  Autumn Half Term 

31/10/22 DEADLINE FOR SECONDARY 

SCHOOL ONLINE 

APPLICATIONS 

31/10/22 - 11/11/22 Year 4 Intensive swimming 

Course 

07/11/22 - 11/11/22 Anti-Bullying Week 

11/11/22 Remembrance Day 

14/11/22 Reception & Y6  -  Height and 

Weight Measurement 

Program 

18/11/22 Children In Need 

09/12/22 No Pens Day 

14/12/22 Save the Children’s Christmas 

Jumper Day and School 

Christmas Lunch Day 

19/12/22 - 02/01/23 Christmas Holidays 

23/01/23—27/03/23 Buddy Week 

06/02/23 - 10/02/23 Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

08/02/23 Open Morning 

09/02/23 Parents’ Evening 

13/02/23 - 17/02/23 Spring Half Term 

21/02/23 Safer Internet Day 

27/02/23 03/03/23 Year 5 School Journey 

02/03/23 World Book Day 

 
MRS WRIGHT’S READS OF THE WEEK 

My Skin Your Skin: Let's talk 
about race, racism and 

empowerment by Laura Henry-
Allain (Author) Onyinye 

Iwu (Illustrator) 

My Skin Your Skin is a powerful 
book to help children and adults 

have meaningful discussions about 
race and anti-racism. Most 

importantly, the book empowers children to be 
the best versions of themselves; to have self-
love, self-esteem and self-worth, irrespective of 
their skin colour.  

The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj 
Muhammad  (Author), S. K. 

Ali  (Author), Hatem 
Aly (Illustrator) 

It’s Faizah’s first day of 
school, and her older sister 

Asiya’s first day of hijab – made of 
a beautiful blue fabric. But not 

everyone sees hijab as beautiful. In the face of 
hurtful, confusing words, will Faizah find new 
ways to be strong? 
This is an uplifting, universal story of new 
experiences, the unbreakable bond shared by 
siblings and of being proud of who you are, from 
Olympic medallist Ibtihaj Muhammad.  

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee 
Shetterly (Author), Laura 

Freeman  (Illustrator)  

Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, 
Katherine Johnson, and Christine 
Darden were good at math…
really good. 
They participated in some of 
NASA's greatest successes, like 
providing the calculations for America's 
first journeys into space. And they did so during 
a time when being black and a woman limited 
what they could do. But they worked hard. They 
persisted. And they used their genius minds to 
change the world. 
In this beautifully illustrated picture book 
edition, we explore the story of four female 
African American mathematicians at NASA, 
and how they overcame gender and racial 
barriers to succeed in a highly challenging STEM
-based career. 
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UNIFORM 

School uniform can be ordered on ParentPay. 

Orders placed between Thursday 8.30am and 

Tuesday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Tuesday. 

Orders placed between Tuesday 8.30am and 

Thursday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Thursday. 

All orders will be sent to class for your child to take 

home. 

We endeavour to be a   

NUT-FREE SCHOOL  

Please help us to achieve this aim by not    

sending any nuts or nut containing products 

into school,  This extends to sesame seeds too. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

REMINDER CLASS BIRTHDAY TREATS 

Please note we are not currently  

accepting any treats to share with the 

class in celebration of birthdays. 

LATE COLLECTION & CHARGING POLICY 

Please note that any child not         

collected on time will be taken to the 

school office and their name will be      

recorded in the late-collection book. 

If your child is collected late on more than 

three occasions during a school term, then we 

have a charging policy which will mean that 

you will be charged £5 for every 15 minutes for 

each child.  

P 
lease can we remind everyone that 

although Amyruth Road is part of the 

School Street Scheme, vehicles that belong 

to residents of the road or vehicles that 

are exempt from the scheme can still be driven during 

the scheme times. Therefore, it is extremely 

important to exercise caution when crossing the road. 

For older children that arrive and leave school 

unaccompanied can we please ask Parents/Carers to  

discuss the dangers of not crossing safely and general 

road safety especially at this time when the days are 

getting shorter. 

Also can we remind Parents/Carers that when 

collecting children at 4.30pm the School Street 

Scheme is not in operation at this 

time and children should not be 

allowed to play/run/scoot/

bicycle ride/sit/stand in the road. 

REMINDER: FRUIT SNACKS IN CLASS 

EYFS and KS1 children are provided with a 
mid morning fruit snack everyday. 

KS2 children are welcome to bring in 
an apple, pear, banana or orange as 

their mid-morning snack everyday. 

Follow Us On Twitter 

 Please follow us on Twitter: @GordonbrockS 

PE Kit REMINDER: 

Parents/Carers please remember to send your child
(ren) to school wearing their PE kit on the day they 
have PE. 

Please could you also ensure that they are wearing 
the correct PE kit. 

• Plain black/navy tracksuit bottoms 

• Plain black/navy shorts for indoor PE (these 
can be worn under plain black/navy tracksuit 
bottoms in colder weather 

• Plain white round neck t-shirt 

• Purple school sweatshirt 

• Trainers 


