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Welcome back,  

What another great week in school! 

The children are focused and highly engaged as I walk 
around school, it is a pleasure and a privilege to see so 
many children with such a positive attitude towards their 
learning. 

It was nice to see so many of you at the Learning Meetings 
this week and we hope you found the information useful. If 
you were unable to come your child’s meeting, the class 
teacher will send an information booklet home with your 
child. So look out for it in their bag. 

Also, next week we will be marking Jeans for Genes Day on 
Friday 23 September. The children are invited to wear 
their jeans with their uniform (or an item of denim 
clothing if it is their PE day) to school on that day with a 
donation of £1 to raise money for the Jeans for Genes 
charity.  

On Friday, there will be an assembly led by Miss Barry. 
The children of Gordonbrock are fantastic at supporting 
charities and always take an interest in assemblies where 
they learn about what the charity does and where the 
money they raise goes. Have a lovely weekend everyone.        

Mrs Wright 

World Afro Day - 15 September 2022 

On Thursday, 15 September, Gordonbrock marked World Afro Day 
– a global day of change, education and celebration of Afro hair, 
culture and identity. The children in Key Stage 1 and lower Key 
Stage 2 attended a Little Big Hair Assembly, led by Miss Barry and 
Mr Ridler-Mayor. They learnt about the four main hair types – straight, wavy, curly and coily – and how Afro hair differs to other 
hair types. In the assembly, everyone discussed the importance of respecting body boundaries and why people shouldn’t touch 
other people’s hair unless someone has given them permission to. Year 5 and 6 joined children around the world, tuning into the 
live-streamed global Big Hair Assembly, which included guests Dr Zoe Williams (a media medic), Yewande Akinola MBE (a 
chartered engineer) and Dr Rolanda Wilkerson (an organic chemist). 
•  “I enjoyed learning about different hair types. I found it interesting to learn about a special comb for Afro hair that 

helps to keep the hair in good condition. Afro hair is really delicate, so needs to be treated carefully.” Hollie, Year 6 
•  “In the Big Hair Assembly, the presenters looked a straight hair and coily hair under the microscope. It was so 

interesting.” Kelvin, Year 6 
•  “We think that Afro hair is unique – it’s a different hair texture to other hair types. World Afro Day reminds us to be 

proud of our hair and gives an opportunity for everyone to learn about different hair types, including coily hair.” 
Kendall and Hiqmah, Year 4 

•  “I found World Afro Day really interesting and fun because I liked learning about different hair types. I really like that 
fact that we are all different.” Pedro, Year 3 

• Find out more about World Afro Day here: https://www.worldafroday.com/ 
 

Remembering  

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

Today, Mrs Wright held a 

special assembly for 

children in KS1 and KS2 

where she talked to the 

children about the life 

and achievements of 

Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

To commemorate the Queen's life of Her Majesty, 

Queen Elizabeth II,  Gordonbrock School be creating 

a series of portraits of the Queen through the 

decades. Each year group will be assigned a decade.  

https://www.worldafroday.com/
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This week, the Nursery children have been 

settling into life at Gordonbrock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 

Starting Applying to Start Primary 

School in September 2023 

Children born between 1 September 2018 and 31 August 

2019 are eligible to start Reception full-time in September 

2023.   

 

Parents and Carers of children of children born between 1st 

September 2018 and 31st August 2019  will need to make 

plans for their admission to Reception in September 2023.  

Parents / Carers can apply for up to six mainstream state 

primary schools, which can be in or outside the Lewisham 

borough. Before deciding which schools you want to apply 

for, you should visit the school to meet the staff, see the 

facilities and opportunities available.  
 

 

Applications can be made, via the eadmissions website, from 

Thursday 1st September 2022 to Sunday 15th January 2023.   

 

More information is available at: https://lewisham.gov.uk/

myservices/education/schools/school -admission/

applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-

primary-school-place  

Contacting Us 

The school office can be contacted via telephone number on 
02086900704 or via email to the email addresses below: 
 
info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for all general  
enquires. 
 
pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for changes to 
pick-up arrangements for the day no later than 2.00pm. After 
2pm please call the office and speak to a member of staff. If 
the lines are busy please can we ask you to call back and 
not leave a message on the answerphone. 
 
breakfastclub@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for any 
queries or requests for Breakfast Club. 
 
lunch@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk - for the weeks 
meal choices that were booked in September. 
 

 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-primary-school/how-to-apply-for-a-primary-school-place
mailto:info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:pickup@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:breakfastclub@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:lunch@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk
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We have got off to a super start in Reception!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

We are having a      

wonderful settling in 

period and are looking 

forward to their        

adventures ahead. 
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Year 1 enjoyed starting their new topic - Toys and          

Inventors.  We created our own Toy Museum and loved 

exploring everyone's different toys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
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Year 2 have settled into our full timetable, with lots of different activities. We have enjoyed starting our 

Guided Reading Sessions and had our first visit to the newly revamped library, which the children 

loved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have started lots of our non-core learning, including 

science, computing and music. The children had a great 

first session with Mr Prescott, playing the drums and    

learning about the difference between crotchets and    

quavers. 

 

 

Year 2 

Jeans For Genes Day -  

23rd September 2022  

Next week we will be celebrating Jeans for 
Genes Day. On Friday 23rd September the 
school community will be invited to wear 
jeans and donate a £1 to raise money for 
this worthwhile charity. 

The Jeans for Genes campaign raises 
awareness of the daily challenges faced by 
those living with a genetic disorder and 
raises money to fund projects that make a 
tangible difference to the lives of those 
affected. 

 

 

If any of the following applies to you, 

you  can apply for free school meals for 

your child. 

 Universal credit with an earnings 

threshold that does not exceed £7400  

 Income support 

 Income based job seekers allowance  

 Income related employment and support 

allowance  

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not 

entitled to working tax credit and have an 

annual income, as assessed by HMRC that 

does not exceed £16,190  

Please apply online at https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/

SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx  

https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
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Year 3 started the book 'The Troll and the Oliver'.  We learnt how to draw a troll and we also made our 

own trolls out of paper and tissue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

We also continued partitioning 

and counting in  numbers up to 

100.  

Polio Booster Vaccine for Children Aged 1 to 9 Years 

Children aged 1 to 9 years old in London are being offered a dose of polio vaccine.  For some children, this may be an   

extra dose on top of their routine vaccinations.  In other children, this may bring them up to date with their routine       

vaccinations.  There are signs the virus may be spreading in London and the number of children vaccinated in London is 

lower than it should be.  Boosting immunity in children should help protect them and reduce the risk of the virus 

continuing to spread in Lewisham and beyond. 

Polio can be very serious, and the vaccine will boost children’s protection.  Lewisham Hospital is offering children the 

polio vaccine. Parents can book an appointment via the following link: https://tinyurl.com/bde8m2z8   

 

https://tinyurl.com/bde8m2z8
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In Year 4 this week, we used the Chromebooks 

to research Black Scientists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also enjoyed reading and playing musical notes on the glockenspiel – Mr Prescott was impressed 

with our progress!  

Year 4 

When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy  are important – the more facts your 
child remembers, the easier it is for them to do harder calculations. Times Table Rock Stars is 
a fun and challenging programme designed to help students master the times tables!  

 

 
Logging In 

The children should go to https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/

school/student/3584 and login using the details that have 

been sent home with your child.   

Stats 

If you click on your avatar icon in the top right of the 

screen and then click My Stats, a heatmap like the 

one below will load. It shows how successful your 

child is at each of the facts.  

Game Types 

• Garage - the questions will only come from the times 

tables the teacher has set for the week. It will include 

multiplication and division questions.   

• Studio - the questions in the Studio can be anything 

from 1×1 up to 12×12.  

• Soundcheck – When you play Soundcheck, you get 20 

questions each with a 5-second time limit.  

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/3584
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This week, Year 5 have been exploring place value. We have been 

looking at numbers in their written form and we have been 

partitioning them.  

We then explored rounding, building up to a fun game called       

Reasoned Rounding, where we competed against our partner to    

become the rounding champion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
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In Year 6, we started our new Science topic on “Light” and focused on spelling, handwriting and 

grammar this week in Literacy. We have also been learning about subordinate clauses and the children 

have been working collaboratively to apply these correctly in complex sentences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been working hard on number and place value.  We put our thinking caps on in 

order to discuss the following scenario:   

Imagine that we wake up tomorrow to find that there are no digits or numbers left in the world. What 

would life be like? What would be the pluses, the negatives and the just plain interesting things that we 

might experience? 

Year 6 

Year 6 Secondary Transfer 

Children in Year 6 (born between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012) will be transferring to Secondary School in 

September 2023.  Parents and Carers of children in Year 6 will need to make plans for their transfer to Secondary school in 

September 2023. 
 

To help support Parents / Carers in making these plans we will be holding a meeting for all parents/carers of children in 

Year 6 on Thursday 22nd  September 2022 at 6.00pm giving you more information. It is important that as many parents as 

possible attend this meeting. 
 

You will have already received a copy of the ‘Bright Futures Applying To Start Secondary School brochure at the end of the 

last academic year.  We would encourage all parents to read this information carefully as it provides important information 

about the transfer process and Lewisham secondary schools. A digital version of the brochure as well as all of the important 

Secondary Transfer dates and information on the application process is available at:  

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply  

https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/schools/school-admission/applying-to-start-secondary-school/before-you-apply


 

 

“Some people clap a steady beat throughout 
a piece. Some people stamp a steady beat 
throughout a song. Some people will sing a 
steady beat with words in a song.”  

 

If you think you have the answer let your friends and 
me know! 

Mr Prescott  

Pulse 
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Lexia Superstars  

Well done to all of the children who have been on the 

Lexia programme this week.  

Special congratulations to the following children 

who completed a level this week!  

 

MRS WRIGHT’S READS OF THE WEEK 

Hair Love by Matthew Cherry & illustrated by Vashti Harrison   

It's up to Daddy to give his daughter an extra-special hair style in this story of self-

confidence and the love between fathers and daughters.  Zuri knows her hair is beautiful, but it has a 

mind of its own!  It kinks, coils, and curls every which way. Mum always does Zuri's hair just the way 

she likes it - so when Daddy steps in to style it for an extra special occasion, he has a lot to learn.  

Queen Elizabeth II (A Life Story) by Sally Morgan and illustrated by Sarah 
Papworth  

Read all about the life of Queen Elizabeth II, the United Kingdom’s longest-reigning monarch. 

From her childhood years in London, to training as a mechanic in the Second World 

War and becoming queen at 25, learn lesser-known facts about this true icon. 

Which Musical 

Element Am I?  

The Breakfast Club Adventures: The Beast Beyond the Fence by Marcus Rashford & 
Marta Kissi  and Illustrated by Alex Falase-Koya   

When twelve-year-old Marcus kicks his favourite football over the school fence, he knows he's never 

getting it back. Nothing that goes over that wall ever comes back. But when Marcus gets a mysterious 

note inviting him to join the Breakfast Club Investigators, he is soon pulled into an exciting 

adventure with his new mates Stacey, Lise and Asim to solve the mystery and get his football back! 

ONLINE SAFETY : TIP OF THE WEEK 

Agree Boundaries: Be clear what your child can and can’t do online – where 

they can use the internet, how much time they can spend online, the sites 

they can visit and the type of information they can share. Agree with your 

child when they can have a mobile phone or tablet.  
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Important Dates  

20/09/22 Year 1 Learning Meeting 

22/09/22 Secondary Transfer Meeting 

23/09/22 Jeans for Genes 

15/09/23 World Afro Day 

26/09/22 - 30/09/22 Differences Week 

10/10/22 - 14/10/22 Buddy Week 

24/10/22 - 28/10/22  Autumn Half Term 

19/10/22 Open Morning 

20/10/22 Parents Evening 

21/10/22 Show Racism The Red Card 

07/11/22 - 11/11/22 Anti-Bullying Week 

11/11/22 Remembrance Day 

18/11/22 Children In Need 

09/12/22 No Pens Day 

19/12/22 - 02/01/23 Christmas Holidays 

23/01/23—27/03/23 Buddy Week 

06/02/23 - 10/02/23 Children’s Mental Health Week 

08/02/23 Open Morning 

09/02/23 Parents Evening 

21/02/23 Safer Internet Day 

27/02/23—03/03/23 Year 5 School Journey 

02/03/23 World Book Day 

13/02/23 - 17/02/23 Spring Half Term 

03/04/23 - 14/04/23 Easter Holidays 

29/05/23 - 02/06/23 Summer Half Term 

08/05/23 - 12/05/23 KS2 SATs Week 

05/06/23 INSET Day (School Closed) 

21/07/23 INSET Day (School Closed) 

UNIFORM 

School uniform can be ordered on ParentPay. 

Orders placed between Thursday 8.30am and 

Tuesday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Tuesday. 

Orders placed between Tuesday 8.30am and 

Thursday 8.30am will be delivered to class on 

Thursday. 

All orders will be sent to class for your child to 

take home. 

We endeavour to be a   

NUT-FREE SCHOOL  

Please help us to achieve this aim by not    

sending any nuts or nut containing products 

into school,  This extends to sesame seeds too. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

REMINDER CLASS BIRTHDAY TREATS 

Please note we are not currently  

accepting any treats to share with 

the class in celebration of birthdays. 

LATE COLLECTION & CHARGING POLICY 

Please note that any child not         

collected on time will be taken to the 

school office and their names will be      

recorded in the late-collection book. 

If your child is collected late on more than 

three occasions during a school term, then we 

have a charging policy which will mean that 

you will be charged £5 for every 15 minutes 

for each child.  


